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the Tower for the prisoners ; he gave it to Lord Cornwallis 2", the governor, -who carried it to the House of Lords. It was a plea for the prisoners, objecting that the late Act for regulating the trials of rebels did not take place till after their crime was committed. The Lords very tenderly and rightly sent this plea to them, of which, as you have seen, the two Earls did not make use; but old Balmerino did, and demanded counsel on it. The High Steward, almost in a passion, told him, that when he had been offered counsel, he did not accept it. Do but think on the ridicule of sending them the plea, and then denying them counsel on it! The Duke of Newcastle, who never lets slip an opportunity of being absurd, took it up as a ministerial point, in defence of his creature the Chancellor; but Lord G-ranville moved, according to order, to adjourn to debate in the chamber of Parliament, where the Duke of Bedford and many others spoke warmly for their having counsel; and it was granted. I said their, because the plea would have saved them all, and affected nine rebels who had been hanged that very morning; particularly one Morgan21, a poetical lawyer. Lord Balmerino asked for Forester and Wilbraham22; the latter a very able lawyer in the House of Commons, who, the Chancellor said privately, he was sure would as soon be hanged as plead such a cause. But he came as counsel to-day (the third day), when Lord Balmerino gave up his plea as invalid, and submitted, without any speech. The High Steward then made his, very long and very poor, with only one or two good passages; and then pronounced sentence!
Great  intercession is  made  for the two earls:   Duke Hamilton23, who has never been at court, designs to kiss
20  Charles Cornwallis (1700-1762),         22 Handle  Wilbraliam,  M.P.  for fifthBaron and(1753) firstEarl Corn-     Newcastle - under - Lyne ;     Deputy wallis;   Governor of the Tower of     Steward of the University of Oxford. London, 1740-62.                                    as James   Hamilton   (1724-1768),
21  Thomas David Morgan, whose     sixth Duke of Hamilton, head was set up on Temple Bar.
